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This note was made yesterday from one of the title deeds of Burmand House by
permission of the officials of the Knaresborough Conservative Club.
It (the original) is added at the foot of the earliest of title deeds in the bundle which
was offered for my inspection, and it is a pledge to produce the original lease of 13½
burgages from Henry Slingsby, Esquire, to James Collins, gentleman, made the 18
February 1720, (of which the deed in the Burnand House bundle is a copy), when
required to prove the title of three burgages in thi group of 13½, which three
burgages had been assigned to Shepherd in 1755.
In regard to the Burnand copy, it can only be a memorandum added to the actual
body of the copy lease, upon which presumably inscribed in 1755, but it may also
constitute a collateral pledge to the assignees of the Burnand House title, or an
obligation collateral to them.
I already have a copy of the original lease (F.N.249) of the 13½ burgages obtained
from the Slingsby papers, so there is no need to copy more of the Burnand copy
than this memorandum. Shepherd’s title deeds I have not seen.
“I do hereby own to have in my custody the original Lease of which the above is a
Copy and I do hereby promise and oblige myself my Heirs Executors and
Administrators to produce the same to Francis Shepherd of Knaresborough in the
County of York Marchant his Executors Administrators and Assigns at any Time
hereafter upon Request made to me the said James Collins my Executors
Administrators or Assigns by the said Franci Shepherd his executors Administrators
or Assigns in Order to manifest and make out his and their Title to three Burgage
Houses or Messuages above mentioned to be adjoining one upon another and

described to be called or known by the name of Watson’s Burgage, Salmon’s
Burgage and Iles’ Burgage. As Witnes my Hand this 20th Day of January 1755.”
James Collins

Witnesses
H. Bainbridge
Thomas Cornforth

