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6 January 1945

HOME FROM HOLLAND
Knaresborough Man’s Tribute to the Dutch
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At six o’clock on Wednesday morning, Sapper Harold Stocks, R.E., knocked on the door of his home
at 18 Scriven Road, Knaresborough, and received a joyous welcome from his wife, who had expected
his arrival the previous night. He was also given a welcome by his young son and a baby daughter,
born last October, whom he had never seen.
Sapper Stocks is a Harrogate man, whose mother lives at 11 Pine Street, and before joining up in
1942, was in the building trade employed by Messrs C. A. Nettleton and Co. of Harrogate. He went to
France on “D Day” and landed with the assault troops. He referred, in an interview with a Press
representative, to the Nijmegen sector and to Eindhoven, and spoke very appreciatively of the
kindness of the Dutch people. “When I got news of the birth of my little daughter,” he said, “the
people in the house in which I was billeted made all kinds of little dresses for me to bring home. They
invited us to drink their coffee, and though we didn’t want to take their food we could not refuse
without offending them.”
Whilst in Holland he met a Belgian woman who once appeared in a conjuring act in the Royal Hall
when it was known as the Kursaal. She had married a Dutchman who owned three cinemas in
Eindhoven. He had also met three other Harrogate men – Keith Purchase, who is in the C.M.P., Jack
Horner, of Bilton, his brother in law, and Arthur Rankine, son of the late “Tommy” Rankine.
Sapper Stocks said the journey from Holland to the port of embarkation was rather tiring, and when
they arrived in this country they had a special train from the arrival port to London, and special buses
to take them to the main line station, and on the train coaches had been reserved for them.
Just before Christmas he received the gift from the Mayor of Harrogate, and said ti was very much
appreciated.
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Knaresborough Post
20 January 1945
Home From Far East.- R. Lonsdale, of Buckminster, Greengate Lane, Knaresborough, who was
formerly with the Westminster Bank at Harrogate and Knaresborough, has returned to this country on
leave after several years’ service with the R.A.F. in the Far East. He spent a short time in Java and
Sumatra before those countries fell to the Japanese, and has since served in India and Ceylon. He is
naturally glad to be back home, but for the first few days he was keenly conscious of the difference
between the climate of Ceylon, which is only a few degrees from the Equator, and an English winter,
his arrival having coincided with a heavy fall of snow.
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Met Knaresborough Man – While in India, Flight Lieut. Lonsdale met another Knaresborough man,
G. W. Holmes, R.A.F., whose parents live in Mayfield Grove, Chain Lane. Although both had lived in
Knaresborough, they had not met in the town, yet they were certain they knew one another. After a
little research, it emerged that their previous contact had been in the Yorkshire Hussars, a yeomanry
regiment of which they were both former members.

Knaresborough Post
10 February 1945

CONDUCT OF ITALIAN PRISONERS
More Complaints at Knaresborough
20

Reference to further complaints of the conduct of Italian prisoners of war was made at the meeting of
Knaresborough Urban Council on Monday. It was stated that the matter had been taken up with the
camp commandant for the area, who had written to the farmers in the district employing co-operators,
stating that if there was no improvement, Knaresborough would be placed out of bounds to the men.

Knaresborough Post
17 March 1945
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Harvest Camps – Cockburn High School, Leeds, will again hold a harvest camp at Knaresborough
this year, from August 11th to September 15th. Other school camps arranged in the district include
those of Roundhay School at Minskip, and of the Crossley and Porter School, Halifax, at Kirk
Deighton. Arkendale Hall, near Knaresborough, is again to serve as headquarters of one of the
volunteer agricultural camps in the West Riding. This camp, and one at Boroughbridge, will open on
July 14th.
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Knaresborough Post
7 April 1945

VICAR OF KNARESBOROUGH’S SON
LIEUT. ALASTAIR KISSACK AWARDED M.B.E.
Among awards for gallant and distinguished services in North West Europe, was that of the M.B.E. to
Lieutenant (temp. Capt.) Alastair George Anthony Kissack, the King’s Own Regiment, younger son
of Canon B. K. Kissack (Vicar of Knaresborough) and Mrs Kissack.urope announced last weekend
was that of the M.B.E. to Lieutenant (Temp. Capt.) Alastair George Anthony Kissack, the King
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Lieut. Kissack, who was engaged in poultry farming at Lingerfield before the war, joined the Army in
1941, and was commissioned from the ranks. He is adjutant of a battalion of the King’s Regiment
which was at one time stationed in Knaresborough, and has been on the Continent since “D Day,”
when the unit was among the first assault troops of the B.L.A. The work of the battalion, which was
under shell fire for weeks after the landing, the enemy being on its flank, was specially praised by
General Montgomery.

Knaresborough Post
21 April 1945

WEDDINGS
CLAPHAM-CAMERON
20

At Knaresborough Parish Church on Saturday, the marriage took place of Miss Margaret
McNaughton Fyfe Cameron, S.R.N., only daughter of Mr W. I. Cameron and the late Mrs Cameron,
of Luss, Lock Lomond, Scotland, and Mr Frederick Arthur Clapham, elder son of Mr and Mrs A.
Clapham, Hazelhead Farm, Scriven, Knaresborough. The ceremony was performed by Canon B. K.
Kissack (Vicar of Knaresborough).
The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a pale blue two piece suit in crepe material with
navy accessories, and carried a bouquet of pink carnations.
There was one bridesmaid, Miss Mary Elizabeth Brydie, cousin of the bride, who wore a rose pink
crepe dress with brown accessories and had a bouquet of red carnations. Mr Harold Clapham, brother
of the bridegroom, was best man.
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Scotland was chosen for the honeymoon. The bride travelled in a camelhair coat and blue hat.
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Knaresborough Post
5 May 1945

OBITUARY
MR C. PADGETT
A large gathering of mourners attended the funeral on Monday of a well known Knaresborough
trader, Mr Charles Padgett, of 78 High Street, who died in hospital last week, aged 47. A service at
the Parish Church was conducted by Canon B. K. Kissack (Vicar of Knaresborough), and interment
followed at Knaresborough Cemetery.
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Mr Padgett was the elder son of Mr H. Padgett, who was formerly in business as a grocer in Briggate.
He had carried on a fruiterer’s and fishmonger’s business in High Street for the past 16 years, and
previously had a fish and chip shop in High Street. He served in the Royal Navy in the last war, and
was present at the surrender of the German fleet at Scapa Flow. He was the first volunteer in
Knaresborough for the Local Defence Volunteers, arriving at the police station almost as soon as Mr
Anthony Eden had broadcast his appeal in 1940, and he served in the Home Guard until the stand
down, being company sergeant major of “E” Company, 6th West Riding Battalion. He was a member
of the Claro White Ensign Association. Mr Padgett was also interested in Knaresborough Traders’
Association, of which he had been a member for a number of years.

Knaresborough Post
20

5 May 1945

STACK FIRE SEQUEL
MAN CHARGED AT KNARESBOROUGH
Damage estimated at over £50 was caused by a fire in a field off Hazelhead Lane, Knaresborough, last
Thursday.
A wheat straw stack, the property of Miss D. Jacob Smith, of Park Corner Farm, Scriven, and a hut
containing empty sacks, etc., were found to be on fire about 9 pm, and the N.F.S. under Column
Officer Bailey, was engaged until the early hours of Friday morning. The stack was burnt out, but the
fire in the hut was extinguished with little damage to the building.
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At a special sitting of the Knaresborough Court on Friday, before Mr R. Holmes, John Albert
Sigsworth, unemployed, Knaresborough, was charged with setting fire to e stack and the hut. He was
remanded in custody until next Wednesday.
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Knaresborough Post
11 May 1945

KNARESBOROUGH PUTS OUT ITS FLAGS
And Bells Ring to Celebrate VE-DAY

10

The bells of Knaresborough Parish Church, which have signalled many famous victories during the
past two centuries, pealed out once more on Tuesday evening in celebration of the greatest victory of
all, the triumph of the Allied armies in Europe and the unconditional surrender of all the German
forces which had been opposing them. The town was be-flagged for VE-Day, and the streets were
thronged by smiling people, happy in the knowledge that five and a half years of carnage and bitter
struggle had ended in the overthrow of the Nazi enemy. The great news was received with profound
relief and thanksgiving, and while the occasion was recognised as one for rejoicing, it was realised
that the war as a whole was not yet over, and there was little of the mafficking which marked
Armistice Day in 1918.
Parade and Service
The town’s main celebration will take place tomorrow (Sunday), when there will be a parade and
service of thanksgiving.
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If the day is fine, there will be a parade of the various services, followed by a united open air service
at Fysche Hall Playing Field. The members of the Services taking part will assemble at the Playing
Field at 2.15pm., and will then march in procession by way of Stockdale Walk, Windsor Lane,
Gracious Street, Park Row, Stockwell Road, Boroughbridge Road, High Street, York Place and King
James’s Road back to the Playing Field, where the service will begin at 3pm. The order of the
procession will probably be as follows:Police, Home Guard, N.F.S., Civil Defence units, R.C.A.F., Royal Observer Corps, A.T.C., G.T.C.,
A.C.C., Youth Centre, Women’s Land Army, Scouts, Guides, Brownies, British Legion and women’s
Section, W.V.S., Nursing Association, and representatives of other local organisations, Coluncil
officials and magistrates.
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Knaresborough Post
19 May 1945

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY
Knaresborough Parade and Service
An impressive parade of Service, Civil Defence and other units, followed by a service of
thanksgiving in Gracious Street Methodist Church, marked the official celebfration in
Knaresborough of the end of the war in Europe.
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It had originally been intended that there should be a procession through the main streets of the town
and an open air service int he Playing Fields, but owing to the wet weather, plans had to be changed, a
shorter route being adopted for the procession and the service being transferred indoors.
The Parade
The parade assembled in King James’s Road, and was led by the band of the Army Cadet Corps. First
in the procession proper came a detachment of men of the royal Navy and a contingent of members of
the Women’s Division of the R.C.A.F., and there followed units of the A.T.C., with band, A.C.C.,
G.T.C., police and special constabulary, magistrates, members and officials of Knaresborough Urban
Council, N.F.S., wardens, rescue, first aid and decontamination squads, W.V.S., and nursing services,
representatives of the Civil Defence messenger service, Fire Guards, the British Legion and Women’s
Section. Scouts, Guides and Brownies, and members of the Youth Centre. The Civil Defence report
centre staff was also represented.
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Members and officials of the Urban Council present were Couns. T. H. Coy (Chairman), J. Lingard
(vice chairman), J. Danford, W. H. Dawes, G. A. Holch, T. O’Brien and C. H. Pawson; Mr W. E.
Brown (Clerk), Mr G. H. Davis (Surveyor), Mr H. Eatough (Sanitary Inspector) and Mr H. B. Holgate
(Billeting Officer).
The Methodist Church was crowded for the service, which was conducted by Canon B. K. Kissack
(Vicar of Knaresborough), assisted by the Rev. R. L. J. Kaye (Methodist minister at Tockwith), Mr M.
Timmins was at the organ. The National Anthem was sung at the beginning of the service, and prayers
of thanksgiving by Canon Kissack were followed by the hymn, “All people that on earth do dwell.”
The Lesson, from the Sermon on the Mount, was read by Mr Kaye, the hymn, “Now thank we all our
God,” being then sung. An address by Canon Kissack followed, and the closing hymns were “Lead
us, heavenly Father,” and “O God, our help in ages past,” during which a collection was taken for the
British Red Cross Society. The service ended with prayers of dedication by Canon Kissack.
“An Unseen Hand”
In his address, Canon Kissack said their hearts bubbled over with thanksgiving for the great
deliverance and the mighty victory which had been granted to them. Never, surely, in the whole of her
long history had the British Empire been so near to utter defeat as she was after Dunkirk five years
ago. If they had been defeated then, it was impossible to exaggerate the horrors, the cruelties and the
tortures which would have been inflicted on them. Scriven Park would probably have been turned into
7

another Buchenwald or Dachau, where many of them would have lain for months, if they had not
already been shot. “When we stood alone against a violent and well armed enemy,” went on Canon
Kissack, “how was it that we came through? The magnificent gallantry of a handful of pilots int he
Battle of Britain is not enough to account for it, neither is the vigilance of our wonderful Navy. There
is only one explanation – that an unseen hand, a power beyond this world, intervened to save us. This
afternoon, we are gathered here to pour out our gratitude to Almighty God for that intervention,
without which we could not possibly have survived or come through victoriously.”
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Canon Kissack said that if their thanksgiving was to be genuine and acceptable to God, they must
express it by their lips, they must feel it in their hearts and they must prove it in their lives in the
dangerous, uncertain days which lay ahead. God was relying on their help in bringing about a better
world. He had given them one more chance, perhaps the last, a chance purchased at such a terrific
cost, the precious blood of the cream of their manhood. If they drifted back into the old rut, there
would be another war in 20 years’ time. “Let the very core of our thanksgiving,” ended Canon
Kissack, “be the dedication of ourselves here and now, before Almighty God, to the tremendous tasks
that lie ahead, that we may use for the good of His world the miraculous victory that has been granted
to us. We must find God again and go His way, and build on the one sure foundation.”
Overflow Service
An overflow service was held at Holy Trinity Church, and a children’s service at the Congreagational
Church.

SPOFFORTH

20

Thanksgiving services were held on Sunday at the Parish Church. The special form of service being
used in the morning, when the Rev. E. O. Butler preached from the text, “Thanks be to God, which
giveth us the Victory.” Special collects and hymns were also chosen for the evening service,
interspersed with the usual Evening Prayers. Mr A. E. Long read the Lessons, and the Rector was
again the preacher.
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Knaresborough Post
26 May 1945

CLARO AREA’S 82 ALERTS
Only Two Fatal Casualties During War
Though the Claro Civil Defence Area was visited by enemy planes on a number of
occasions during the war, fortunately serious incidents were few, and damage and
casualties very light. Only two persons in the whole area lost their lives as a result of
enemy action, both fatalities occurring in raids on Harrogate and Knaresborough in
1940.
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The area had 82 alerts during the war, the first being sounded during the night of Sunday, September
3rd, 1939, and the last at 9.50pm on Saturday, March 17, 1945. Many of the warnings were occasioned
by enemy aircraft passing over the district on their way to attack Manchester and Liverpool, or by
planes raiding Hull and other places on the Yorkshire coast. In addition to the public warnings, Civil
Defence personnel turned out at all hours of the day and night in response to preliminary messages.
Bombs at Knaresborough
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The first enemy action in the district occurred at 11pm on August 31, 1940, when several bombs
falling close to property. This mad a small crater in a field at the side of Boroughbridge Road near the
junction with Park Grove, a few yards from a house. Fragments struck a bus proceeding along
Boroughbridge Road, and one passenger, a member of the R.A.F., was killed. Six other passengers
were treated for slight cuts. The house near which the bomb fell was damaged, and the occupier
received treatment for shock. The windows of a number of neighbouring houses were shattered. The
remaining bombs fell in open fields, and several cattle were killed or injured.
The same night, bombs were also dropped in the Bilton and Pateley Bridge areas. No personal injuries
were caused, but damage was done to a farmhouse at Old Bilton and windows were blown out at
Glasshouses and Dacre.
Daylight Raid on Harrogate
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A daylight raid was made on Harrogate by a single machine under cover of low cloud just before one
pm on September 12, 1940, three bombs being dropped. One exploded in Ripon Road, completely
demolishing a house at the junction with Swan Road and shattering many windows. Another bomb,
which did not explode, penetrated the roof of the Hotel Majestic and lodged on the top floor in Room
528, necessitating the evacuation of the building. The hotel roof and several bedrooms were damaged,
and a large number of windows in the hotel and neighbourhood also suffered. The bomb was remove
don the following day by a Bomb Disposal Squad, and was subsequently exhibited in aid of various
local Spitfire funds. Sixteen people were injured in the raid, one dying later. The third bomb fell in the
grounds of the hotel.
In succeeding months, a number of bombs, both high explosive and incendiary, were dropped at the
eastern end of the area, incidents, with negligible damage, occurring at Hammerton, Moor Monkton,
Num Monkton, Thorpe Underwood, Aldwark Bridge, Widdlington, Knapton, Rufforth and Cattal.
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Incidents were also reported from Pannal, Ripley, Mickley, Warsill and Dallowgill, and a number of
incendiary bombs were dropped in Ripon and district on January 2, 1941.
Ouseburn “Strafed”
The last incident in the area occurred on night of March 5 this year, when the village of Great
Ouseburn was strafed by cannon shells. Slight damage was done, but there were no personal injuries.
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Although the Civil Defence services in this area have not been tested as fully in action as some of
their comrades in other parts of the country, the members have always been enthusiastic and well
forward with their training. Frequent practices, often on a large scale, have been held, and long hours
of stand by duty were performed from the outbreak of war until the reduction in enemy activity
enabled precautions to be relaxed last year.
Crashed Aircraft
Much spending service has been performed by Civil Defence workers when Allied planes, limping
home after attacks on enemy territory, have finally crashed. Some of these machines have fallen in the
difficult moorland country above Pateley Bridge, and time after time the Civil Defence volunteers in
that area have spent hours on rescue work under the most exacting conditions. They have gone out
and searched the moors in deep snow and have carried wounded men for miles across country in the
waiting ambulances, and their conduct has earned the highest commendation.
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One of the most serious incidents arising out of an aircraft crash occurred at Rufforth last November,
when a plane struck a farmhouses and set the premises on fire. The farmer, Mr G. R. Hildreth, a
member of Nidderdale Rural Council, and his wife and eldest son, were killed, and two other
members of the family were injured. In March this year, a plane which crashed near Little Ouseburn
damaged the roof and windows of the village church and the roof of a nearby W.L.A. hostel.
Another incident of note was the commendation by the King for gallantry of Police Constable
Graham, of Pateley Bridge, in 1943, for his assistance in the rescue of airmen from a crashed and
burning Wellington bomber, and his efforts despite the explosion of ammunition, to get through the
smoke to rescue the one remaining member of the crew.
On another occasion he was commended by the Chief constable for devotion to duty when an
aeroplane crashed on a lonely and dangerous stretch of Nidderdale moorland.
Transport of Wounded
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Civil Defence ambulances did much useful work in the transport of wounded from Harrogate station
to an American hospital on the outskirts of Harrogate, and also in taking men from the hospital in a
Yorkshire aerodrome to be flown home. Help was also given with the transport of child patients who
were evacuated from a southern hospital to Scotton Banks Sanatorium, Knaresborough, during the
flying bomb attacks. In addition, Civil Defence drivers have run the town’s ambulance at Harrogate,
and have conveyed many maternity cases from Harrogate and Knaresborough to the General Hospital
and to Stockeld Park.
The Claro Area is an extensive one, covering some 340 square miles and stretching from Great
Whernside in the west to the York boundary in the east, and from Mickley in the north to Butterdyke
Bar south of Harrogate. The personnel, including wardens, has totalled about 3,000, many of whom
first volunteered in 1938, and service continuously until the stand-down. The first organiser was Mr
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G. A. McDowall, who retired at the end of 1942, and the post has been held since then by Mr F. A.
Keighley. Coun. C. Jack Simpson has been Sub-Controller, Mr T. C. Taylor has been Training Officer
since the beginning of the war.

Knaresborough Post
2 June 1945

WELCOME HOME TO PRISONERS OF WAR
KNARESBOROUGH MEN ENTERTAINED

10

Knaresborough men who have been prisoners of war were entertained at a “Welcome Home”
organised by the Prisoners of War Club, in Scriven Women’s Institute on Tuesday.
About 30 ex-prisoners of war, with their relatives and friends, enjoyed a delicious tea, served by Mrs
Cleasby, the local hon. Secretary, and a willing band of helpers. Words of welcome were spoken by
the Rev. J. T. Lyon, Mrs Gold, the honorary secretary of the West Riding P.O.W. organisation, and
Mr J. Thompson, headmaster of the Modern School. Mrs Cleasby gave each ex-P.O.W. a cheque for
£5.
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The list of names included: G. Cleasby, H. Musgrave, W. J. Greenway, F. Simpson, H. Broadbelt, H.
Hall, W. Stacey, A. C. Gotts, G. Marshall, J. C. Holdswsorth, C. A. Gibson, B. G. Hutchings, J.
Nicholson, J. H. Robinson, G. Shiels, P. Pollard, M. E. Golundry, F. Baybutt, G. E. Ogilvie, R. Farrar,
H. Fuller, B. Gooch, J. R. Davey, R. Brand, W. Ibbotson, F. Hines, N. Eccles, J. Daniel, W. Bowes,
H. Hastings, all from the European zone. Those still in the Far East zone were remembers and their
needs emphasised, the secretary calling for continued help until they were liberated.

Knaresborough Post
16 June 1945
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Youngest Soldier?- Although he will not be 15 until June 27th, Donald Chapman, the elder son of Mr
and Mrs T. Chapman, 21 Park Grove, Knaresborough, has already been serving in the British Army
for four months. On leaving the Modern School at Christmas, he expressed a keen desire for a military
career and signed on as a Boy in the Royal Armoured Corps for three years, with a further period as a
fully-fledged soldier to follow. Donald must surely be the youngest member of the Forces in
Knaresborough.
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Knaresborough Post 16 June 1945
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Knaresborough Post
30 June 1945

SCHOOL HARVEST CAMPS
DATES OF OCCUPATION
The complete list of school harvest camps in the West Riding has now been issued by the West
Riding War Agricultural Executive Committee, and farmers in the districts where the camps are to be
held are advised to apply to the schoolmaster or organiser in charge if they require any farm help.
Payment to the boys and girls is made at the minimum rate of 9d an hour and they take their own
packed lunches with them.
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Local camps, with the schools which will occupy them, and the dates are as follows:Winsley Hurst – August 22 to September 19, Pudsey Grammar School.
Markington Village Hall – August 18 to September 8, Almondbury G. S., Huddersfield.
Fountains Abbey Hostel – August 22 to September 11, Batley Technical College.
Bishop Monkton Institute – August 18 to September 15, Grange High School for Boys, Bradford.
Minskip, Spellow Grange – August 18 to September 15, Roundhay High School.
Knaresborough, Coverdale Drive – August 11 or 18 to September 15, Cockburn High School.
Kirk Deighton – August 12 to September 15, Crossley and Porter School, Halifax.
Kirkby Overblow, Barrowby Grange – August 1 to September 8, Penistone Grammar School,
Sheffield.
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Knaresborough Post
4 August 1945
Requisitioning Notices – On enquiry at Knaresborough Urban Council offices this week, it was
learned that so far requisitioning notices under the new powers granted to local authorities have been
posted on four empty properties in the urban district. The owners have been notified, and have now
the option, within a certain period, of stating their intentions with regard to the premises.
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Since the new requisitioning powers were announced slips bearing the words “W. D. Property” have
been posted on a number of premises which have been held by the military in the town for several
years, but which are not now in use. It is understood that the War Department may have some further
use for these properties, and that the notices have been posted to prevent the places being
requisitioned by any other authority.

13

Knaresborough Post
14 July 1945

COUNTY COUNCILLOR ALTON SUCCEEDS
COLONEL COLLINS
After 25 years’ service as Chairman of the Knaresborough Bench, of which he has been a member for
58 years in all, Col. W. F. Collins, of Cundall Manor, Helperby, announced hi retirement from the
Chairmanship at the sitting of the local court on Wednesday. County Coun. Ernest Alton, of Scriven
Lodge, Knaresborough, was appointed at a meeting of magistrates to succeed Col. Collins. He has
been a magistrate for 26 years.
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Col. Collins will be 80 in September.

Knaresborough Post
16 July 1945
THOMPSON-BAINES
Park Grove Methodist Church, Knaresborough, was the scene on Saturday, of the wedding of Miss
Veronica Mary Baines, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs A. Baines, junior, 2 Park Avenue, Scriven,
Knaresborough, and L.A.C. Lorne Raymond Thompson, R.C.A.F., second son of Mr and Mrs J. W.
Thompson of Aberdeen, Saskatchewan, Canada.
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Given away by her father, the bride wore a gown of ivory satin with embroidered net veil held in
place by orange blossom, and carried a bouquet of deep red roses. There were four bridesmaids, Miss
Joyce Wetherill, Miss June Kendrew (cousin of the bride), Miss Betty Wetherill, and Miss Jill Lester
(niece of the bride). Miss Joyce Wetherill wore a green satin dress, and carried a bouquet of sweet
peas. Miss June Kenrew and Miss Betty Wetherill were dressed in pink taffeta, and carried posies of
mixed flowers, whilst Miss Jill Lester wore a dress of green organdie with pink rosebuds, and carried
a posy of mixed flowers. They all wore bracelets (the gifts of the bridegroom).
The Rev. C. F. Guy performed the ceremony. L.A.C. Robert Dickinson, R.C.A.F., was best man, and
Mr A. E. Baines, brother of the bride) groomsman.
For travelling to Reeth Swaledale, for the honeymoon the bride wore a flowered silk dress, fawn coat
with maroon coloured accessories.
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Knaresborough Post
11 August 1945
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Harvest Camp – Boys of Cockburn High School, Leeds, are again holding a harvest camp at
Knaresborough this year. Thirty-five boys, in charge of one of the masters, Mr H. Kerry, will take
part, and will be available for farm work in the district from August 20 to September 15. In previous
years, the camp has been a tented one, but this time, a large wooden hut, now being erected by
German prisoners, will be used for sleeping and meals. This should also prove useful for recreation in
the evenings when the weather is bad. A certain amount of work has already been arranged for the
party, but more would be welcomed. Farmers desiring help are asked to communicate either with
County Coun. Ernest Alton, Scriven Lodge, or with Mr Kerry, 1 Coverdale Drive, Knaresborough.

Knaresborough Post
25 August 1945
Street Parties
A number of VJ parties were held in Knaresborough on Saturday. Owing to shortage of staff, it was
not possible to report these celebrations, but details have been received of three parties, those in
Windsor Lane, at Crag Top and in Scriven.
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The Scriven party, attended by about 80 children, was held in the Women’s Institute. While tea was
being prepared, the children enjoyed donkey rides, and after tea, they were entertained by Mr. Walter
Kemp with a conjuring display. Later attractions were a bonfire and fireworks.

16

Knaresborough Post
25 August 1945

Knaresborough Post
29 September 1945

KNARESBOROUGH P.O.W.s FREED
10

The Rev. And Mrs S. Hulton, of Coverdale Drive, Knaresborough, have received news that their
youngest son, Sig. Angus Hulton, who has been a prisoner of the Japanese since 1942, is safe in
Allied hands.
Gnr. Herbert Hall, R.A., son of Mrs A. E. Hall, 47 Stockwell Avenue, Knaresborough, a prisoner
since the fall of Singapore, has sent his mother a card from Saigon, dated August 21, stating that he is
well and in good spirits.
Mr E. A. Patchett, manager of the Westminster Bank, Knaresborough, has received an air mail letter
from Mr William Griffin of Hong Kong, who has been a prisoner of the Japanese and is now
liberated. Mr Griffin says that he and his sister, Miss Edith Griffin, formerly proprietress of a private
school in Park Avenue, Knaresborough, who was interned near Hong Kong, are “as well as can be in
the circumstances” and have “weathered the privations fairly well.”

20
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Knaresborough Post
20 October 1945
Last of A.R.P. – In the course of the winding up of Civil Defence, the West Riding County Council
has already closed seven out of the 16 areas into which the Riding was divided, and it is announced
that the Claro Area, comprising Harrogate, Knaresborough, Ripon, Pateley Bridge and the adjacent
rural districts, is to be closed down on November 17.

Knaresborough Post
1 December 1945
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The Scars of War – The major scars of war will, naturally, take a long time to heal, but even the
minor ones are slow in disappearing in many cases. Kerbstones and pavement flags chipped and
broken by the tracks of tanks several years ago, have not yet been able to be repaired in some areas,
and one field at Knaresborough still shows traces of its use as an ammunition dump during the winter
of 1943, when preparation for the invasion of Normandy were going forward. There, one can still see
the tracks made in the soft turf by the heavy army lorries, which were then using the field.
Streets as Lorry Parks – Throughout that winter, two years ago, long lines of lorries stood in
Stockdale Walk and King James’s Road, Knaresborough, and guards kept vigil by the vehicles
through many a long night of frost and black-out. During the day, the crews of the lorries spent hors
on maintenance work, lying on sacks underneath the vehicles in the bitterest weather, tinkering with
this and that and doing an odd spot of painting. The lorries stood there for so long, that it was with
something of a shock that residents awoke one morning to find the whole lot gone, and only patches
of oil remaining on the roadway to show that they had ever been there. Then, we knew that something
big was in the offing, and it was not long before the news of D-Day broke.
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Home from Japan – Sigmn. John Alfred Smith, of 18 Slingsby Crescent, Harrogate, who recently
returned to this country in the Queen Elizabeth, after nearly four years as a prisoner of the Japanese,
was home on leave for a few days last week. He has now returned to a hospital in Surrey, but is
hoping to be moved to a hospital nearer home after Christmas. Sigmn. Smith was a postman-driver at
Knaresborough before the war.
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